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CHAPTER THE THIRTY-SIXTH.

INDIAN MYSTERIOUS   ADORATION   OF  FORMS.      THE

UNITY  OF  THE  MYTHOLOGIES FOUND IN  THE

BHUDD1ST1C AND MAHOMMEDAN TEMPLES.

|ENERAL note on the Sacti Puja. POWER means
the good goddess, Maya Maia (i.e. Delusion).
She is also called Bhagala, Vagula, Bagala-nmkhi.
She has neither images nor pictures. The Girl
in the Indian sacred, secret Temple rites, who figures as
the representative of Sacti, is the supposed embodiment of
the goddess offered for worship. The word Sacti corre-
sponds to genius, or " sylph;> of the Rosicrucian creed.
The doctrine of guardian angels and of patron saints is
conveyed in these Hindoo meanings in the machinery of
the "sylphs."

During Puja, the Yogini is supposed to be in an exalted
visionary state (guyana nidrd], wherein, like the sibyls
among the ancients, and the modern clairooyantes, she
answers questions in a delirious manner, and is supposed to
be for the time inspired. FOREIGN QUARTERLY REVIEW,
No. X., for February 1830 ; art. viii. " Histoire Critique de
Gnosticisme, et de son influence sur les Sects religieuses et
philosophiques des six premiers siecles de Fere chretienne.
Ouvrage couronne par r Academic Roy ale des Inscriptions et
Belles Lettres. Par M. J. Matter, Professeur. 2 tomes, avec
planches, Sw, Paris, 1828.-" The third volume is of small
size, and contains eleven plates of gems and symbols.